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TO THE 


Pariſhioners of. L--th, 


Grace, Meg» ang Peace be multi plied. | 


My Brethren, dearly beloved in the Lord; 


War bath been my 
4 4 Pp J ever ſince the Care of. your 


Souls hath been committed to 

Wer me, to diſcharge my Truſt to 

S 1 | the beſt of my Power; and it 

is in pur ſuit of this Endeavour, that 1 pat 

this liitle Book into your Hands : The De- 

fign of which is, 10 ſtir up in you frequent 

Thoughts of God, and the Things of another 

| Life. A Deſign very neceſſary for all Sorts 

of wo but for thoſe of your Calling eſpe- 

| cially: Huſbandmen having been always 

ebferved to be too much debaſed in Thought, 
and ſeldom to raiſe their Minds to Things 

above the level of their Employment. How 

can he get Wiſdom (ſaith the Son of 

Sirach) that holdeth the Plow, and that 


A 2 glorieth 
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glorieth in the Goad ; that driveth Oxen, 
and is occupied in their Labours, and 
whoſe talk is of Bullocks? He giveth 
the Mind to make Furrows, and is di- 
ligent to give the Kine Fodder, Eccles. 
xxxviii. 25, 26. But, believe me, my Bre- 
thren, if you do not get Wiſdom, it is your 
own Fault, more than the Fault of your 
Calling; for there is no Calling in the 
World, (excepting that of Clergymen only). 
which affirds greater Opportunities for 
Mens Improvement in ſpiritual Wiſdom, 
than yours doth : As may from bence ap- 
pear, that our Bleſſed Saviour bath taken 
© moſt of bis Parables from Things that lie 
within the Compaſs of it. It bas often ſug- 
geſted to me many a pious Thought, and 
moved me to many a devout Ejaculation : 
Examples of ſome of "them I bere preſent 
you with, in Hopes that thereby you may 
learn to make the ſame Improvement; and 
have in all of them laboured after a Plain- 
neſs of Expreſſion, ſuitable io your Capacity , 
and ſuch a Shortneſs as a very litile Pa- 
tience. may be ſufficient to go through with, 
And now, that the Boot may be the more 
wſefub in you, I adviſe you to conſider, ſome 
time befare you go about any ordinary Wark, 
of coed ä it 1, and do look whether 
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The Dedication. 
you cannot be bence fur niſbed with ſome pi- 
ous Meditation thereupon. I cannot ſay 1 
have taken in every Thing you may be em- 
ployed about; but your moſt common Employ- 
ments I have : As for the reſt, I purpoſely 
omitted them; becauſe I deſigned as ſmall 
a Volume as the Subject would allow of. 
To every Meditation 1 bave annexed ei- 
ther a ſhort Prayer, or ſome Ejaculations, 
collected for the moſt part oxt of the boly 
Scriptures, which. I would bave.you put 
upto God, in the midſt of your Employment: 
In doing of which, it is not expected that 
you ſhould kneel, or be ſo much as uncover- 
ed always; for God does not require, in 
theſe occaſional Addriſſes, the. Ceremonies 
of more ſulemn Ads of Worſhip ;, and yet 
He is as well pleaſed with them, nay,” per- 
haps better, inaſmuch as theſe are certain 
Tokens of a mind fully bent upon bis Wore 
ſhip and Service : Whereas the other may, 
and do very often, flow from mere Cuſtom ; 
and then they are but Lip-Labour, . © 
And now 1 hope that you will be ſo kind 
to yourſelves, as to concur with me in this 
Defign for your own Good, and to put in 
Pratijce what I have bere adviſed you to. 
Believe me, the Salvation of your \Souls. i 
the ny Thing for which it was worth your 
; A 3 while 
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while to be born: So that Religion is the 
greateſt Concern of your whole Lives; and 
did it require the greateſt part of your Time 
and Strength, to be wholly «aid out upon 
that alone, if you were wiſe, you would 
not grudge at it. But you ſee the Goodneſs 
of Almighty God : He hath not made Re- 
I:gion inconſiſtent with your worldly Bu ſi- 
neſs : but hath ſo ordered it, that you may 
attend to bothat once: For I appeal to your- 
felves'; may not a Man bold his Plow as 
well when be has pious Thoughts in bis 
Mind, as when he is thoughtleſs as his 
Cattle that draw it? May not be lift up 
his Heart to God, at the ſame time be goes 
whiſtling a Tune, as infignificant as the 
Jing ling of his Horſes Bells? Why then 
fhould any Man be more backward to the 
one than lo the other ? Why ſhould Men 
refuſe to be Religious, 'when it would take 


them p never the more Time, and cat 


them never the more Pains * Nay, when 
it would ſtocelen their Labour, and draw 
God's Bleſſing down upon them ? For Work 
is not half ſo tedious to a Man, when' his 
Thoughts are otherwiſe employed, as it is 
toben they are intent upon that only: Such 


a withdrawing the Tboug bis, being like the 


liſtening to a Story upon the Road, _—_ 
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it is ſa far from doing it of itſelf, that it 


The Dedication. 
to ſhorten a Fourney, and renders it 

pleaſant. And the Bleſſing of God would 
moſt certainly attend Men in ſo doing; for 
He hath promifed never to forſake: thoſe 
that diligently ſeek him. He is mindful of 
us, when we forget Him; we may be cer- 
tain therefore, that He will not forget us 
when we remember Him. ; 
And for your farther Encouragement 
thus to employ your Thoughts, God hath 
promiſed to take the Care of all ſuch as do 
fo «pon Himſelf, and to provide for them 
all Wings that they ſtand in need of : Seek 
ye firſt the Kingdom of God and his 
Righteouſneſs, ſaith Chriſt, and all theſe 
Things ſhall be added unto you, Mat. 
Vi. 33. So that the giving up yourſelves 
lo Piely and Devotion, is the beſt Courſe 
you can take to ſecure even your worldly 
Intereſt. As for Anxiely or Carefulneſs, 


cannot make ſo much as one Hair white or 
black; and it diveſts a Man of all Right 
to Ged's Promiſe of providing for him 

and then, What bath be to depend upon ? 
By this little that I have ſaid, you may, 
in ſome meaſure, perceive the Eaſineſs, the 
Pleaſure, and the ineſtimable Benefit of 
Wor J bere adviſe you to: But no Words 
A 4 will 
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will convince you ſo much to your Satisfac- 
tion, as the pulting it in Praftice. You 
| cannot conceive how much it will contribute 
to your Growth in Grace,"and that inward 
Foy and Peace which will perpetually ac- 
company you, God knoweth my Heart, 
my Deſien is for your Grod ; and if I fail 
of my End, I am ſure I ſhall not of the 
Reward of my honeſt Intention, But 1 
Hope better Things of you, and Things that 
accompany your Salvation, that you will 
fo far ſubmit your ſelves to my Direction in 
this" Particular,. and in all other Things 
that belong to my Office; that when God 
Hall tall me to give an Account of your 
Souls, I may do ut with Foy, and not with 
Grief : Which, that God may grant for 
Jeſus Cbriſt's ale, is, and Tm” be ibs 
warn owe of, | 


Your moſt fairhful Servant 
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A1 D any one one look on, who 
knew not the Meaning of 
this, he would think it as 
ſtrange and unnatural a Thing 
for Men thus to tear that 
Earth out of which they were taken, as it 

is for Children to be perpetually fcratch- 
ing the Face of their Mother. But if the 
Earth be not thus torn and haraffed, it 


will not yield its Increaſe, and Mankind 


muſt ſtarve for lack of Bread. This is 
the very Caſe of moſt Men in this 
World; who, if let alone in the peace- 
* Enjoy ment of the good W al 

ue, 


—— 
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and whom nothing but Afflictions can 
render frui ful : Baſe-ſpirited and un- 
grateful Wretches! whom the Goodnels 
of God cannot move. to Obedience, but 
they muſt be driven to it with Stripes, 
and forced by Wounds; nay, and it Is 
well if all this will prove effectul. 


UT do thou, O my God, give 
me a ſofter Heart, and a more in- 
genuous Frame of Mind, that thy Mer- 
cies may lead me to Repentance z and 

that the continual Senſe of thy Good+ 
nels to me may draw me nearer to 

thee, in a Way of Gratitude and Obe- 
dience. But if thou ſceſt that unleſs 
I am troubled 1 ſhall) go wrong, and 
that- it is good for me to be afflicted ? 
| humbly ſubmit my ſelf to whatſoever 
tbou in thine infinite Wiſdom ſhalt 
think fit. to lay upon me: nay, rather 
than I ſnhould ſleep in Sin, I beg Af- 
flictions of thee. 70 ſave me, though 

it be; by the Severities of thine Hand. 
If nothing elſe will make me fruitful, 

let the Plowers plow upon my Back, 
| Mp 885 
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grow ſtupid and: ſenſeleſs of their . 
Duty to God, are utterly barren as to all 
the true Purpoſes and Ends of Living, 
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yea, let them make long Furtows. 


5 Do thou only, O my deareſt Lord, 
6 ſanity my Afflictions 'to ' me, and 


grant that they may work out for me 
« a far more error prin and Refnal 
6. e of 78 


* i. . 

* SOWTNG: 012 
Tis in u bee of a Crop next Harveſt 
that 1 ſow this Seed; but if my 

Hopes ſhould fail me, (which God for- 

bid) I could nor but confeſs that T'were 

juſtly ſerved, and that God did wiſely 

uniſl my Unfrultfulneſs towards Him, 
in the Unfruitfulneſs of my Land towards 
me: For what Fruit ha ve ever brought 


* = 


F 7 . 


forth, anſwerable to the Means of Grace 


he hath afforded me? The Seed of his 
Word, which he ſo plentifully ſows 
amongſt us, ſeems to be thrown away 


upon the greateſt Part of us: Whilſt one, 


for Cuſtom ſake, juſt gives it the hear- 


ing, but never conſiders it: Another is 
perhaps affected with it for the preſent, 
but upon the next Temptation forgets it: 


The Heart of a third is ſo poſſeſſed with 
the Cares of this Life, as to leave 
room for the Thoughts of a betts 
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Should one ſow Seed in the High · way, 


don a Rock, or among Briers and Thorns, 


it vw _ to as'an good Account. 5 
0 f . {6:6 

U * give me,.O Lord, an honeſt 
and good Heart, that I may hear 
« thy Word and keep it, and bring forth 
Fruit with Patienke, Let thy Word 
be to me as good Seed ſown upon good 


C 
is 
« 


Fruit an hundred fold. Give me, 

Lord. an humble and teachable Min 

mortify my Luſts, ſubdue my Paſſions, 
and wean me from this World, ſa that 


Ground, that ſprings up, and 95 


c * nothing, may hinder, thy Word from 


having its due Effects upon me: And 
6 when — haſt ſo prepared me, enable 
him whom thou haſt made my Teach- 
er, truly to qiſcharge his Duty. Bleſs 

him ia the Diſpenſation of thy Word, 
and bleſs me alſo in this my preſent 
Work. Proſper thou the Work of 
« our Hands upon us; O proſper thaw 
75 Nee beer 142 


F | 
Plowing. or Hariewing, in of 8 E E D. 
FERE it not for this, all my for- 


VV mer Labour and Charges would 
Lol: 8 be 
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be certaibly loft : For the Seed lying 


upon the Surface of the Ground, wquld 


be carried away by the Birds, before it 


could take any Root. Methinks I have 
here viſibly ſet before my Eyes the great 


Neceſſity of Meditation, to render the 
Word of God effectual to us; and I can- 
not but think, that it is for want of that 
that Men profit fo little by it. Men wilt 
take up a Bible, or ſome other good 


Book, and read in it a little While: 


They will go to Church, and hear a 
Sermon, and then they think their Work 
is done; when alas! it is no more done, 
than my Work was done when J had 
juſt ſcattered my Seed upon the Ground: 
A moſt neceſſary Part remains yet un- 
touched. A Man muſt go over it again 


and again, if he deſign to reap any 


Fruit of it. For as without this Har- 
rowing in the Seed, 1 could not expect 
any Crop; ſo without Meditation the 
Benefit of God's Word will be loft. 
Bare Reading or Hearing is but juſt ſow- 
ing the Seed; it hes but upon the Sur- 
face of our Hearts, and will be moft 
certainly ſnatched away by the Devil, 
unleſs by Meditation we let it in, and 
cover it as it were out of his * 
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6 f W O gracious 

7 Lord, teach me as much Wiſdom 

| „in the Management of my Spiritual 

V Concerns, as Lhaxe of my, Temporal; 

| and make me as careful;of thy Word, 

| that Seed of Eternal, Life, as, Lam of 5 

1 * this, Which can ſerye but for a Moment. b 
| Open thou my Heart to receive it, and | 


letit bring forth: Fruit in abundance. 
Teach me to meditate on thy Judge- 
| ments, and always mann 0 hy 
| ; Name. 18 „Hud 01 G5 
Let me hide -tby. Words in my 
. « Hbartothas I anay not ſin againſt thee, 
-+ Oreſtabliſh/.thy,, Word in thy Ser- 
—— I Gay: fear thee.?. .,... 


g * el ken — g 
f 8411 1. 
O IN G. 

N this Meadow. here, how doth the 

Graſs ſtand, before me, ſome old and 5 
— ſome young and blaoming, 
mit together] both muſt fall by the ſame \ 6 
Stroke of my Scythe; and that which is 
to fall by the very next Stroke, ſtands as 
gay;agd inſenſible of its Danger, as that 
which will not fall till the very laſt. This 
is a lively Picture of the World, wherein 


Men dell. old and young together, till 
-31 i Death 
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Death curs them off; and,for ought I can 


ſee, they are all as careleſs and uncon- 


cerned about their latter End, as this very 
Graſs, This is almoſt inſufferable Folly, 
that Man, who knows he muſt die ere 
long, and knows not but what he may 
die this very Minute, ſhould yet make 
no Preparation for death. But whilft 
young Men take it for granted that they 
have many Years to come, and old Men 
think themſelves not ſo old but that they 
may live one Year or two more, they do 
all ſo live as if they were never to die, 


UT teach'me, O my God, ſo to 
6 number my Days, that I may ap- 
+ ply my Heart unto Wiſdom: Make me 
* ſeriouſly to conſider that they are but 


© as a Span long; and my Age is as no- 


thing in reſpect of thee z and that Men 
jn their very beſt Eſtate are altogether 
© Vanity, As ſoon as thou ſcattereſt 
them, they are even as Smoke, and 
fade away ſuddenly - like the Graſs; 
* which in the Morning is green, and 
groweth up; but in the Evening is cut 


* down, dried up, and withered. - And 


now, Lord, what is my Hope? Truly 
6. 2009 Hope is even in thee; I am but a 
Stranger 
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Stranger and a Sojourner. here; but 
yet, O Lord, how. unprepared am I 


_ © to go to my long Home! O ſpare me 
therefore a little, that I may recover 


my ſpiritual Strength, before 1 go 
c hence a no more een,” 5 


ule E N G, 1 


0, 1 ee are plentiful Remains, I per- 
.ceive, of the old Curſe upon Man's 
Diſobedience, Thorns and Thiſtles ſhall 
the Ground bring forth to thee, ſaid God 
to our Father Adam, and we his Children 
feel the Effects of the Sentence to this 
Day ! Here are no Thorns indeed, the 
eb And, of the Ground preventing 
the, Growth of them x: but all the Culti- 
vation in the World will not wholly pre- 
vent the Growth of Weeds. All I can 
do is little enough to keep, them from 
growing to ſuch,a Head, as to overtop 
and choke the Corn. And now What I 


find, i in my Field, the ſame do I feel in) 
DIETS: the. Corruption of my Nature 


ucing nothing but evil Fruits, which, 

© neglcRed, will {o08.,, choke the Seed 

ob Exernal Life, Cod bach ſown, in my 
Heart. I do indeed, by dhe Popes of 
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his Grace, wholly abſtain from ſuch groſs 


and crying Sins as Murder, Adultery, 


Drunkennefs, Swearing, Sc. but ſtill ! 


find ſome Remi of the Old Man in 


me, ſome Exceſſes of Paſſion, ſome 
Wanderings in Prayer, ſome Coldneſs in 
Charity, and ſuch like Failings, which, 

though I daily ſtrive againſt, 1 fer l 
Ran never quite deſtroy. 40 1 1 


0 thy Mercy therefore, O Lord, 
do I betake myſelf, and not to 
my own Merits, . O conſider me not 
as I am in myſelf, for I am vile and 
corrupt; and if thou fhouldſt be ex- 
treme to mark what is amiſs in me, 
how ſhould I ſtand before thee ? In me, 
that is, in my Fleſh, dwelleth no good 
__ © Thing; I feel a Law in my Members 
© warring againſt the Law in my Mind; 
but grant, I beſeech thee, that it may 
never ſo far prevail as to bring me into 
Captivity to the Law of Sin. Aſſiſt 
ume, | pray thee, with thy Grace, that 
© I may not walk after the Fleſh, but 
after the Spirit. Do thou utterly de- 
© ſtroythoſe Remains of the Old Man 
in me; mortify my evil Inclinations, 
ene my Luſts, and ſo bleſs and 


« proſper 
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proſper thoſe: Seeds of Religion thou 


_ ._ © haſt ſown in my Heart, that they may 


bring forth plentifully YR ere ; 


9 ee an hundred fold. 7 


Wipe, 2 
GREEN CORN: 


OW beautiful doth this Field now 

look! What a lovely Sight it is 
now, in compariſon of what it was when 
over- tun with Brambles and Moſs It 
was then the Picture of a Man in his un- 
converted State, when his Soul is over- 
run with vicious Habits, and his Life and 
Actions all over defotmed and irregular: 


But it is now the Reſemblance of the ſame 


Man converted, when the Spirit of Gd 
hath formed him into a new Creature; 
and there is an inexpreſſible Sweetneſs 
and Beauty in all his Converſation ; when 
he is all Love, Joy, Peace, Long · ſuffer- 
ing, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Mcek- 
neſs, Temperance, &c. Lord, what love- j 
ly Virtues are theſe! who can be other- 
wiſe one raviſhed with them th | 


by 
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and Beauty of Holineſs. Let me have 
no Pleaſure in Wickedneſs, or ſuffer 


any Evil to dwell with me. Let my 
Delight be in the Saints that are in the 
Earth, and in ſuch as excel in Virtue. 
O let me be always in love with Righ- 
teouſneſs, and let my Countenance be- 
hold the Thing that is juſt. 

« Waſh me throughly from my Wick- 
* edneſs, O God, and cleanſe. me from 
my Sin. Make in me à clean Heart, 
and renew a right Spirit within me; 
ſo ſhall I be acceptable in thy Sight, O 


Lo my Strength and my neee 


VII. 
RX IPE C O R N. 
EE how this Corn ſtandeth, jut as 
it did the laſt Year ! the Stalk the 


tame, the Ear the ſame, and the Grain 
the ſame; only it doth/ not ſtand upon 
the ſame Spot of Ground. One would 
think that the ſame Corn had only chang- 
ed its Place; or rather, was riſen anew out 
of the Earth. The Manner how this 
ſhould be, is to me inconceivable ; only 
that ſo it is, I ſee and am certain: And 
methinks I herein perceive the Work- 


ing 1 that * Power, by which 
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at the Laſt Day ſhall be wrought: the 


Reſurrection of the Dead; when the ſcat- 


tered Partieles of our Bodies ſhall be re- 


united, and we ſhall riſe the very ſame 


Men we at preſent are, and appear be- 
fore the Judgement · Seat of God, to re- 
ceive according to the Things we do 
here, whether won be good or bad. 


UST then this Body riſe again! ? 
6 O Lord, prepare it for that Re- 
« {urrection, Lee the Spirit of Chriſt ſo 
< dwell in me now, that it may quick- 
+ en this mortal Body at the Laſt Day, 
< and raiſe it to eternal Life. O Lord, 
© let me not riſe to Shame and Confuſion 
of Face, but to Honour, Life and Im- 
© mortality. Let my Converſation be 
« ſo heavenly, and let me ſo look for 

my bleſſed Saviour, that he may at 


« laſt change this vile Body into the 


< Faſhion of his glorious Body; that 
s this Mortal may put on Immortality, 


and this Corruptible may put on In-“ 


corruption; that I may for ever tri- 
6 umph over Death and > Grave, and 
8 give Thanks: to thee, my God, for 


Led hr G. me the bo throogh our 
vi. 


—————— 
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ow buſy are theſe Reapers at their 


Work ! They cannot, for haſte, 


i<parate all the, Tares and Thiſtles from 
the Wheat, tho? their Maſter, could he 
help it, would not ſuffer any thing but 
the pure Corn to enter his Barn. At the 
great Harveſt, I mean the End of the 
World, how buſy will the Angels be, in 
gathering all Mankind before the Throne 
of God! But they will make clean Work; 
they will carefully gather out from among 
the Elect all Things that offend, ; and e- 
very one which does Iniquity ; for God 
will ſuffer nothing unholy to enter his 
Kingdom. There will be no Tares, no 
Creatures of the Devil admitted intoHea- 
ven; but all ſuch ſhall be ſhut out; and 
not only ſo, but be caſt alſo into that Fur- 
nace of Fire, where is weeping and wail- 


ing and gnaſhing o« Teeth for ever and 
Saks 


\ /ORD, this is a \ ſerious FRY 
© tion: Muſt I be judged? And 
« ſhall nothing unholy enter into thy 
Kingdom? What then will become of 
« me, a miſerable Sinner ? O Lord, waſh 

A 


| 
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me throughly from my Wickedneſs, 
- © and cleanſe me from my Sin, Grant 
that the conſtant Senſe of this Judge- 
ment may cauſe me to work ou 
Salvation with Fear and Tremb 
And to that End, do thou, I beſeech 
©* thee, work in me to will and to do 
4 © thy good Pleaſure 3 make me careful 
* of all my Actions, and every way ſuch 
eas thou wouldſt have me to be. Lord, 
] promiſe thee the ſincere Obedience ot 
© my whole Man; but yet, after all, 
« will be imperfect: Do not thou hire 
fore enter into ſtrict Judgment with'thy 
Servant; be not extreme to mark what 
« is done amiſs. All my Hope and Truſt 
is in thy Mercy only; and by that 
« Mercy, I beſeech thee, condemn me 
not with the wicked World; but grant 
© that, being abſolved, I may among 
© the Righteous ſhine forth as aw Sun 
in * * 8 thy Father,” | 7 10 
[1 X u Zul 
Setting forth of TI TH E. 
TOW am I ſetting forth Gods Ber bi 
tion; and, as it were 1 
Him the Firſt Fruits of my Increa 
And truly. in would be an ungrateful | « 
Thing: in me to thay Him. a To fan | 
575 from 


mmm 


— — — 
* 


| "Sienna, 2s 
from hom breceive the Whole. But why 
do Italle of denying it hiar? it is in truth 
robbing him, to withhold but the leaſt 
Part ofthis, which the Piety of our An- 
ceſturs hath dedicated to him. Alas! It 
is what never had a Right to: And 
when I iſet forth the Tythe, I give him 
that which was never mine. I never 
bought it in any Purchaſe, nor do I pay 
font in my Rent. What then? ſhall our 
Anceſtors| engtoſs the hole Reward of 
— Lam refolved to par- 
take witch them; for hat they piouſly 
gave; II il religiouſly pan and I do 
in — of :whatithey 
have done, that mere it left tommy ſeif, to 
ſet apart what Portion I myſelf ſhould 
think fir, for the Maintenance of God's 
Miniſters, I \hauld take Care that He, 
by wham I receive ſpiritual Fhing * 


ſhould want nothing of mat 
1,2 2200! 1051 en 
+-PJO thourherefore; Ola God, 5 
cept oſ this Tribute which I owe 
- | <-thee for all thy Mereics. It is, I eons 
feſs / thine on / but dothou accept ol 
me in rendering thee thine own ; for 
mou, ho ſearcheſt the Hearts, knoweſt 
that. . freely and wil - 
a Unvg . 8 lingly. | 
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< lingly. ..AnodTbeſeech-theets keep me 

| _ © inthisFrameot Mind;that I'may-never | 
| covet any Man's Goods, much leſs that 
which is thine! Set a Watch, O Lord: 
over mine Eyes and Hands, let them | 
never be defiled- with Rapine and Sas | 
+-ctilege;; | that ſd the (dreadful | Curſe | 
<-which followeth the Thief, may never 4 
enter into my Houſe to conſume. it, | 
Aid further, I pray thee, chat of thy 
YMerey thou dung ft lo big, Ahe Labour . 
of my Hands, that I may have a large 
Portioꝶ yeariy dedicated to thy Service; 


| <//arjd that im Exctiange- for thele Things 
| temporal, I may receive the e, „ 
6 — ſpiritual and eternal. 
| Pref 115 Nen 1 ROT 2649 Yage , 
. d 191-9 d 5% 101 In girl 1 
q THRESHING, 41 A 


* Ie Scrat of thy Face ihou ſhalt eas | 
. 'thatSentence which | - 
| God denounced againſt Man, for his eat- 
ing che forbidden Fruit: And 
. that Sentence taken Effect, I had . 
eaſed of this Labour. Yet I cannot but ; 
acknowledge both theWildomandGood-f 
neſs of God in this Puniſhment, as well as | 
his Juſtice : for as it ee ſuch | 
a E ald go un- ; 

Mn 8 puniſhed ; a * 


I 4 
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 Puniſhed.; ſo it was utterly, impoſſible 
that any,Puniſhmegt could be better ſuit- | 
ed to the Offenders, eee 
Sigas af Mercy,z nay, this Funiſhment 
irlelf ia a Mercy to usr For, conſidering 
which Sig. hach brought 

upon our Nature, were it not neceffary 
chat we ſpend the, greateſt, Part. of 
our 8 and Time in. providing for 


our Suſtenance, we ſboul ſpend them 
in doing Miſchief, Alas ! we cah ſcarce 


have one ſpare Minute lying upon our 
Hands, but/ we are, e ploying 


it. vainly or wickedly: would 
Men have been, ſhould they, have had 
of all, Things, and nothing in the 
. „ Op . enn 
ene | n 11 


d, hoy 2 þ po: 
th: 


oadnels and 
i eu Ek. by thy. ww 
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o Ido ald as to my own 1 
doubt not But tou win pre” 1 


« b6fiots' State of Life was fitte ſt for 

ver thou wetteſt hot have called mew 
it," 'O' give the Grace to be re 
1 Pleaſùfe, and 1 
wehr that Hutffhty and Sen ö 
©thatafter the Work of this Life is done, 
| erer relt With thee for Frey and ever. f 
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Ing ks... Hs Fg 
we rtenemyn 


mak e ein Mann, 
lab Ne wOuTd'throutth vor, 
and gather his Wed Rec "Garner, 
but he would burn up the Chat? with un- 
Fire: Whieh'ccrt@ihlf muſt 
wean That Chriſt would Feparate the 
Wicked from among theRighteves, as 
Men by Witinowing ſeparate Ch. Efe, | 
Wheat. And (Nis Chrilt Hath bften done 
y the Meins of Perſrcutitins, hen the 
Poerttet fly out of che CBURK c Chaff 
"doe tHe" Pipbr, and only "the falifful 
Stunt f God! mainpaltf their Grognd 
eee "BY yet He v doit mbre 
2 effeRtually 


N. 
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e of Judgment, when. 


x, theRighreous ſhall be received into 
wen, as good Wheat is into the Gar- 
ner ; and alhthe Wicked, ſhill be blown. 
away with the Breath pf bis Mouth, into. 
the eternal Flames of es 


15 « My, God. give, mg. a firm and 
ſtedfaſt Faith, ſuch as n Sehe 

6 or : Temprations may; he able to mo 
* Lead me not, I pray ghee; into Tempe- 
tation ʒ but if thou doſt, enable me to 
© withſtand it. Rather than deny thee,, 
+ let me chuſe even Death wich Tot- 
«.ments..; Make me teady to ſyffer any 
Thing for thy dake; and e 4 7h 


Tin inginsivle Patience undes 


hangrable. | 
me ſwerns. from. the. Touch, = Way 
2 thy Commandments, much te. 
m be carried; away. wich Ser bb. 
« of Dafhrine, L meeyergemain wi 
„ We Hers an 
« aftiIl may be made a Mem 
« ChurahT gumphant 1 ; 9 K | 
Fe 4 ole Prot for that dreadful 
) ob Jain Where ee ee, \Þ 


* goal if! 
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eth away from the Face of the 


ment, and get me be ſa ed in the 
©Eregati6n of the Righteous* * m 10 
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OWam 1 going amidſt a World 
f Tempio I am goin to 
buy and Sell, 49 haz ardods E. 
ment, and in which-it'is hard for" da 
to tnaiataih dis Ignbeence. It i 41 true 
Saying, chat of the Sôn of 'SiPath; As d 
Nail" fictem faft beltbeen 1bô joining, o/ 
— Loches J doth Sin Aire rene, 
n ind Selling. Wen T Boy, I um 

i t to Leb Keen and . my Neigh- 
vr's Goods; and when I fell, Jem apt 
td cömme fand etol my owh'k both, 
God knows, vel y often apairift in own 
onſcietice,” Thus for à finall Matter 
a Man often betrayet into great Sint : 
sss But What- 
be! Tam ſute, Vir is not true Wiſ⸗ 
dom; nöôf wilt" a Nin "be the better 
Vetus Bargaih-be 
alt other Accoritits, 
If eco a 


ever i 
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Man his Innocencet. 
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« ful of my ;fpiricual. Enemies; Bo thou 


2 Gght in ws, and for me, or 1 muſt nerds 

be overcome, — 

4 { ES all Things here be] 

no. Ggin can countervail the 

d Let we 

7 1. 1 bg can profit n 8575 
oſe my own. 

e ee y 


rd, over my Mouth, that 


o unto all Men, as 1 would they 
8 do unto me. Make me true and juſt in 
« all my Dealings, O let me keep Fang 
© cency, 1 do. the Thing 0 f ight, 


is, 01 Link ahve 
ew} She by one of the moſt poi | 


me. of the. Va- 


5 « fince that only will bring me Peace. at 
che laſt, 1 30A > . nl, 24 % £329 
auc 4 123 XIII. 1621.45 va of 


TOW; ſhould one of theſe nk 
leap out and ſtray from: its 


cut its Throat, or a malicious „ erg 


would find nd ane to take the Care o A 
as\l-doy How much leſa/ ia the Hazard of 


ry People, og away rom Their 
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own 
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own Church, and leave their own Paſtor ? 

How jw Ear hem are Kagan by | 

Wolves in Stier ps Coathing, and Ted in- 
Area Kh Errors? Win 5 

f aths, how many by 

ch of they 171 — before Hy are 


„ 


aware? # are 2 great many Pit- falls 
abd'Snares in their Way, ac an Abund- 4 
ahce of 


Men, that lie in wait to de- 
etive. True indeed, thoſe do hot tun ſuch 
great Hazatds, which follo v others that 
are true Shepherds, ſuch as are lawfully 
called to their Charge, and'catne in by the 
r: But yet, is it not a Folly to leave 
him, who hath taken particular Charge 
7 my Soul, and mhſt give God an Ac- 
e ors and run after another, who 
obliged to rake Cate of me, an 
1 rah will 15 none? Men may tafk 
| what they pleaſe of grvater Edification 3 
but ſhouſd ge of OY Sheep run 11 


— — — ——— — — — 
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. 
- 
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| — ace itſelf under à 
1 ther hope to 
* ne an ec | 
AQ I 200% 86 5 30. 010 1 £4,205 
« PReſervo me, O my God, in che 
"Communion of thy Church. Suf 
4 fer me not to wunder in the By paths 
* of Schalm or Hereſy. rr 
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5 Re ciriah eo | 
#5 IQQECT £1! 11 115v9 18 991756; ? 
1 une heben 
FOE TD I af theſe good 
5 Tying T6 "nay. ther my 
'* own Wa on hes,” N ſhall not 
ſerye ther! Db chef RiſeleSCreatbtes 
* obey thee for Dy good, and ſhall not 
798 for my own? O 


Howe, ; Sole. 4 


: 13 thee, Fr 
create in me oak 
"we e 

45 55 
is 1 a Matten 9 
ence to thy "Will. Let me teſign my- 
a up ,wholly- thy Diſpoſal,” and 
| ; Frye e thee with-all the Feber of my 
y and Soul. Let me do wt je 
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et 25 .rg3tures do it 
| he. yen, Eibe as y Angels do 


Jog ww do 20 00 1711 
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ö W HAT. hate do theſe poor Crea- 

tutes malie to me; dd ſoon 28 I 

among them with their Food 7 I 

teach bet eat ke twice ind if Fitay 

u lierle longer than ufunl; they by LO Ww⸗- 

Ing and Bleating call upon me. O that 

we Mew were but as ſenſible of the Ne- 

ceſmities of dur. Sduls, as theſe Creatures 

are af the Wants df their Bodies! HOW 

eagerly then ſnbuld we embrace all Means 


of GH be which-Gbd hath uffoörded us! 
How dillgent ſhould we be in reading 


cr 
— 
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the Scriptures?'\How-conſtant at Prayers 
> Sacraments? Hew attiemive to the 
rd 


thed'? But Alas? inſtead” of 
that; How'do we neglect the Word of 
Life? either not . 0 or Hearing at 
all, or A beth eſsneſs and In- 
giffereacy ; 3 Warze 
either. caufleſly abſ al 7705 2 or coldiy 
trend 1— oh 3, * tes our, Backs, upon 

is page reject the 
Bread « of Peck n offered. to. us, Thus 


— Plenty, of, ig e 
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The But & Mg, 
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rd ty * them 
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Nh 1555 tõ ſerve 
A 4 'we 
Kip os, 9 77 God, ones erexted"ss, 
0 ceftietd 5 25 
8 "for Ur th "we cat. alle t think?” 
„ INTYQECT 112v9 3g 99% 4155, 
obey hes. "Have af theſe good 
*6 Thin os frog thee, nay, Have 1 1 
« ſerve thee Po theſe ſenſeleſs Creatures 
* obey thee for my. good, and ſhall not 
create in me ankful Heart S e- 1 
1 me truly ſenſible of my great Ob 
© Thankfukiels to thee in an entire Obe- 
- * dierice to thy Will. Let me reſign my- 
07 thee with all the Powers of my 
0 y and Soul. Let me do thy Will 


"are "Mie — 4] 
IF 1 
rvice" Auch 
ngratitude”: 
alt 7 Wok - who ref 
chat ive 
if as ays Gre abün- 
0 Ges dre er "Twill 
© own Ein m Fe ha ſhall 'not 
* I obey thee, whegit.is, for my own? O 
„tions to thee; And let me ee 505 
elf up wholly" to thy Diſpoſal,” and 
* a 
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« as. perfectly Rte thy, Creatures doit 

700 2 yea, path i } Angels do 
Heaven ) 1 do 20 0050 17 f 
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Har hate-do cheſe poor Crea- 
tures male to me; dd ſoon ' as I 
xr among them with: their Food? I 
nech got call then twice 3 And if F ftay 
u little longer than ufual, they by Low- 
ing and Bleating call upon me. O that 
we Mew were but as ſenſible of the Ne- 
ceſſities of qur Squls, as theſe Creatures 
are af the Wants of cheir Bodies! How 
eagerly then ſhould we embrace all Means 
of Grits nch God hath ufforded us! 
How diligent ſhould we be in reading 
the Seriptùres ꝰ How conſtunt at Priyet 
and Sacraments? Hew attemive to the 
Word preathed'? But alas! inſtead” of 
that, How do we neglect the Word of 
Life ? either not Reading or Hearing at 
all, or at, beſt with Careleſsneſs and In- 
differeocy z the publick Worſhip we 
either. cauſleſij abſent from, or coldly 
attend to; we turn our Backs, upon the 


ent, and ſhame fully reject the 
Frys Life when offered. 4 * Thus 


95 Plenty of ſpiritual Nourilhmepk, 
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e chuſe to'ftatve ; and fo N 
be but provided for, htrle do v cu 
what becomes of our poor Ses. 
HAVE Mercy therefore upon us, O 
H Lord, and giveus a zul Beaſe of 
* our: ſpiritual, Wants and Nee ſſit 
Wean us fromthe Things of thisWorld, 
and ix our Affections on Things above. 
Let oor Hopes and Deſires be ſet upon 
Heaven and heavenly Things, that ſo 
ve may be as careful to preſerve our 
« fpiritual- Life, as theſe Creatures are 
_ © their natural. As the Hart panteth after 
« the Water: brooks, fo may our Souls 
pant atter thee, our God. (Give us. O 
Lord, that bleſſed Hunger and Thirſt 
«after Righteouſneſa, to h/ ch alone thou 
© haſt promiſed entire Satisfaction; and 
teach us to ſeek after that living Bread 
« which came down from Heaven, - that 
« ſo we may eat of it, and live for ever. 
Daß d Conn CATr TT. 
Tunis rear Loſs, but yet I muſt 
codſeß, that it is but à juſt Puniſh- 
went of my Sins; nay, very much leſs 
than my deſerve; did not God ia 
RAe remember Mercy, he might 

ve deftroyed all my Subſtance, __ 
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71 „Gee wean Natute of So! 
ace. ery Air we breathe i in it 
blaſts ou , and brings Diſcaſes 
dor Cattle? bewege 5 talſes Floods, 
885 drowns the Fruits of our Land: 
Sommeftmhes it makes the Heavens as dr 
a5 Bras, 8 hardens the Earth as Trgn. 
Ia ſhort, it putteth the whole Frame ot 
Nature out of Courſe? And who can 
we blame for this, 1 As for 
God, he doth not wy ly. afflict us; 
and when he doth it, he doth it as a Fg 
ther, for our own If we did fot 
nart under dis Rod nder 00 fouls 
urterly undone ; we fhould be apt tb 
on oy our Sin, withoutany Remorke, 
bat onto 8 7 4 
xD, acknowledge hine Hand, 
Os -onfeſs thy Juftice"in this 
amel? : Give me Grace to bear jr | 
« patiently, and to amend thoſe Faults 
« which have drawn it on me. O Lord, 
Lam ſofry for my Sins, and promite 
< thee a better Obedience for the Time 
to came. Do thou therefore, 1 beſeech 
* thee, withdraw thine” afijQing Hart 
from me; ' ſay to the Deſtroyer, It is 
enough; for thro? * affifting Grace, 
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tafthe Pains I-beftow ant i I ſhould 
— The: Groghd-it ſtands 
I ſaffer it to tand long; 
heſe Fi 
Ge ten be) wi 


on; gor:wauld 


dh 11 ehh 0 
N. "F' 
| J Ee "who haſt of th 
08 We Goodneſs made me a7 


me Grace to bog 
1 =) ife and Actions: 4: 
« am thy Creature, let nie Aer the 


giv 


End of my Creation, in living as be- 


comes Creature. Let m ferve thee 
* with all che; Powers 2 


« nn exery n am a 


1 ey WITS SYU1 4 ”— +1: Þ- 
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to advance thy Glory, and do thee Ser- 
vice. O let me ne ven give thee Cauſe 
to repent that thou haſt made me, and 
to deſtroy me, as thou didſt the Old 
World ; but let me always ſo bebave 
myſelf, that thou mayſt delight in me, 

a and do me Good, ſince I am the Work 


J een Hande e ) 
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| i is a wonderful Thing to ſee, haw 
by this Means the Nature of a Tr 
is Meta A Crab bring s forth a goo! 
Apple; a wild wor Cherty, bears 4 
and ſweet one: And in lhort, all Trees, . 
However rough and unpleafant in "Ping 
Flves, are made to be mild and pleafant 
. Such as this Stock was before it 
- was grafted on, ſuch is the beft of Man- 
Ko In his corrupt natüraf State. Alas # 
were we left to ourſelves,” we . do 
no Manner of Thing that is good; all 
4 our Works would be vile anFunpleafant 
| in the Sight of God. But when a wy 
by the 
in the 


of Repentance, 
parry — be- 
comes a u Creature, and lis es hy the 


eee * 


* 
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dted, there are too many, Who, though 

engrafted into the Church, live no bet- 
ter, nay worſe than Heathens: 
But theſe are dead Cyons, ſuch as the 
dap and Spirit of the Tree cannot enter 5 
=> 8 they ſhall be cut off again, 

and caſt into. the Fire. 00t 9 G des 


| O Bees Lord, who haft been paid al 


— in Mercy to engraft me into the 
Body of thy holy Church, grant that I 
6 pings be alſo a living Member thereof. 
1 7 dae me by the Grace of thy 
(be 2 8 irit, that I may walk worthy 
ocation where ewith. 1am calle 
| Gra that. alf c: rnal Affectie ons may die 
6 in me.; and Al Things Belonging to 
{the Spirit, may oy 15 grow: in me. 
t me not be a fruitleſs Branch ir the 
© Vine of 54. urch, an Wong of 
5 from it; but 12555 me bay it, and 
© abide in it for Ver. 1 Sr, 91 
lis * "gl i Ita XX. 5 nns on 
2861-9791 R VN N C. Vs + ( 
ov apt rr theſe Tiers to put forth. | 
1. fruideſs: Branches, which, if I did 


an eut them off, w] d draw all, the 
- Serength- 


anch Sap 5to::themfeines, :info>: 
1a la 2 
dave uοι * 
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the gathering. I ſeelin theſe the Reſem- 
blance of my oN] Terraupe Nature, which 
is too apt th indulge its dn fooliſh! and 
extravagant Huſts, and to ſpend all my 
Time and Sttength in Folly and Vanity: 
neglectiug the mean while che Duties of 
Religion, thoſe Fruits which alone are 
worthy of a Man, and a Chriſtian, and 
hie aloönè wil tors to any Account. I 
moſt therefore bes watchful over my 17 
at over my Orchard: I muſt diligentl 
obſerve my on vicious Inclinations; and 
whenſoever any one ſtarts forth, I muſt 
cut it off: I muſt mortif my Juſts, and: 
learn toi de — if Linrthd to hve 
— . 
worthy of my: Profeſſion, -- ah 
GH es ge : 1 ali d. dy cot 
0 Lord, I ſee and bewail the Cor · 
ption cof my ol Nature, my 
Mobs "to: Good, and Inclination to. 
Evil: O do thou mortify nm Luſts 
ah quicken thoſe Seeds of Good which 
thy holy Spirit hath platited an mec 
{Prevent me always with | thy Grace, 
«rat L nay never indulge myſelf. in 
Holly and Manity. but ſeeł to do thoſe 
n may render maids 


2 — 
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excellent Grace of Self- denial, that ſo 
I may never give Way to my fooliſt 
« Paſſions, | and - unreaſonable +Delipes: 
Let nothing proceed from: me; but 
what becomes à Man and a Chriſtian, 
, un N N e . 


i 
ne 9 

b N e 
OW bath this Bird awaked me 
out of my Sleep, as it were to tell 
me, That: the + Nightcia fan ſpent, and the 
Day is at Hand :: That it is even Fime for 
me to ariſe, and to betake myſelf to my 
Work. But yet it is not the only Sleep 
Loughttoawake from 2 There-iaa more 
dangerous Sleep of Sia und Ignorance, 
from whichalſo I ought tq awake: Nor 
[| yet is my worldly Buſineſs the main Con- 
 _ . _cern I have in Hand; no nabe Buſineſs 

| of my Soul. ia the: main Concern of my 
| Life ohndankh be vigilant and induſ- 
RF trious in that, all my-Induftry in worldly \ 
Matters \witk-be of ſo little Advantage 
tome, that I ſhall be undone for ever. 
Had the Cock · crowing rouſed St Pater 
| fo far only a to beibink himſelf - wot his 
x fiſning Trade, that it was N for him to 
| ney" bee Cours, ns, "* 


— 
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ch Livelihood what had become of 
him d But becauſe ir/ fouſed him weder 
Fasten it ſaved pigs 0093. 41 | 


*O: Bleſſed Jeſt, who by the Crow- 
ing of a Cock da recall thy 

« Selva Peter when fallen from thee, 
and caufe him to bewail his denying 
'© thee with, penitent Tears; ſuffer me 
not, I beſeech thee, to lie ſecure under 
© the Guilt of any one Sin, for want of 
«* a faithful Monitor: But whenſoever I 
fall from my Duty, let every Thing 
he to me, what that Cockrerowing Was 
© to Peter, a Warning to me of my Sin 
© and of r my Danger. And do thou u, O 
Lord, turn and look upon me; give 
0 7 Grace to take ſuch Notice of = 
Warn as thereon, to repent. i 
By giecly bets Peter did and 1 fern Ke e- 
* pentaßce be . accepted of, as Fly, * 

ö bs Or thy Meet Sake.“ 5 1 15 


| þ 225 16.12 RE XXII. 

Ganz forth oer. 
Nen, "the Day Ins on; rhe 
ls, 


OY over” the 
and ip Ne e Face 2 ca 


125 He Ace 1785 by 


them- 
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themſelves down in their Dens. Man 
th forth to his Work, and to'his Bart 
ur, till the Evening. [LW 
was covered with Dales be ore pi 
Sun's appearing, ſo was all the 
World with t diſmal Night of TS 
Tance, till the Sun of Righteouſ! neſs woe, 
and by the glorious Li ht of the Goſpel 
diſpe rſed that Darkneſs and Shadow of 
Death: And what becomes Mar now 
but to go forth to his Labour: mean, 
the Work of Religion, and the Service 
of God: Whilſt we have the Li ght, it 
is fit we ſkould walk in it; having no Fel- 
lowfhip. x with the -unfruitfyl. Works of 
DES but live as becomes the Fail 


dren of Light... Sr 05-5287) © 


0 K ous Goc, who halt e wits 
fihite "Mercy y given, Light to us 
7056 8 Darkneſs and the Shadow 
of Death; Grant me Grace to live in 
a Manner anſwerable to the great Ad- 
« vantages I enjoy, tene miſ-ſpend 4 | 
. this precious þ 1me 75195 SO ts 
4% © wherein of or Eterni 
J 2 to that 1210 teach mag ray ee 
| e oe Work of my Hands 


804 x ever | Thing, To or the Maj: 


«13771 
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-teclance of this frail Life, put me in 
mind of providing for a better: Whilſt 
mine Eyes look don to this Earth, let 
"_ Soul look up ro'thees my God, in 
eaven: Whilſt I labour for this Meat 
8 chat iſneth, let me gain that which 
6 — to 1 Life: And whilſt 
I work. in the Buſineſs of my nl. 
L k me 0 out my r 


4 pho Bray ee 
J 5 | B E E 9. | 
THE . that every N is 2 e 
tern of a well-governed Common- 
wealth: That there is the King, the No- 
bles, and the Commonalty, acting all in 
their ſeveral Places, and the, meaneft do. 
heir Duty, with as much Chearful: 
11 as the greateſt : There are no Mur- 
murery, nor Complainers amongſt them; 
. 4 Schiſmnaticks nor Separatiſts ; J but all 
their Powers for þ romoting o 
common, Intereſt. Apg. 9 this is 
ready, Way. to proſper a flouriſh ſh,— 
Would to God we Men were but as wiſe, 
either in Church or State. Whether our 
Governors do their Duty or not, is not 
mine to judge. This is but 260 mianifeſt, 
that Sub a da bot ours; for we 
my one of us driving on ſeparate In- 
| tereſts, 


48 be :Hubondman's Monud!, 
tdreſts, as if we were not of ane and the 
ſame Natfon, ' and we divide in Matter: 
of Religion, as if we err not Members 
of one and the ſame Church; a if ve 
had not one Lord, ane Faith, one Bap- 
tiſm, wor ry OY nn 8 
of Salvation. $33 101 


God, have debe upon his ] 
0 ' diftradted' Church bw Naben. 
heal our Breaches, and unite our Divi- 
ſions, make us | of one Heart and of 

one Soul: Bleſs our Gover 

« they may intend nothing | but bg 

and thy Peoj les Good : Ang make uz 
« That are Sy Jects, humble, obedient, 
Cand. induſtrious | ne our ſeveral Cillings ; ; 

« that each of us may, in his,Place, en- 

©deavour to promote Rigbtechfnefs and 


Peace, and to excel each other, in Cha- 


« rity and doing Good ; that ſo we may 
rive on one common Intereſt, , hamely, 
7 the W elfare of the Nation, th c be Proſpe- 

4 Wy of the Church, and the Sal We of 


call . Fe, throygh FAY 1 
ANTS. . 2106 %% 
E has. is a very wiſe:Creature, 
| if oe, f We w iſeſt of 

os e's Is BIS gn + * Mien, 


pe" es 


+ 0 14 . 


e 
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Men; who accordingly: bids us“ go te her, 
and conſider her Ways, and bewiſe. Truly 
the Foreſightof this little Creature: is very 
. and it may be profitable as 
well as pleaſant, to obſerve hom carefully 
ſhe lays up! in 4 Time of Plenty; — 
provideth agaiaſt an Evil Day: For, 
cannot I henee learn fo much Wiſdom; 
as (op that I am in Health and Strength, 
and beſt able to improve thoſe Means of 
Grace! which- are afforded ime) to lay up 
in ſtore, aud provide againſt the Time 
of Age and Sickneſs, and the Hour of 
Death? Alas! all-the Comfort I ſhallchen 
becapeble of, muſt ariſe from Reflections 
on a dl ſpent Life and 1 
— Ahl theſe are ſtupiel 
Fools, ho ſpend the Summer of! their 
Life lin Sin and Madity ofa 4 when-the 
Winter of Qld Age :coames, and they 
begin to droop and die, they have no- 
ſtock of good Works Kid up beforehand, 


_ no Gar a Death- bed. 


Gracious 2 God, 1 haſt ſenthite 
of theſe ttle Creatures, to learn 
« _ 5 ; Gone that I, may learn fo 


c Sal 
e r to ebe e te End 
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of my Days, and conſider that Health 


and Strength are Things but of ſhort | 


Continuance j that the Summer of my 
Life will de quickly over: and that it 
eoncerns me to provide againſt the Time 
of Sickneſs and Death. Let me there- 


t'fore: nod remember thee my Creator 
{in the Days of my Vouthꝗ and treaſure 
Lap th y-Bavour, »whil(t:the' evi Days 
tome! not hor” the Tears draw nigh, 
©:whenT ſhall ſay; 1 have:no! Pleaſure 
in them, O det me make ſo good Uſe 
woof my preſent: Time and Advantages, 
*That When nothing can afford me any 
Comfort from] without, I may have 
Hwichih me che continual Feaſt of good 
Con ſriente g and that. When y Fleſh 
Hammy Heart failethy Thou O' God, 
may ſt be: the: Sttength of my Heart, 
hdi my Pomion foretef 15 
on aver : Si ds cob o: 
ebastlo told gu bik XV.“ oog 
hod-d i The Singing f Bird. 


OW deJightful do theſe pretty Crea- 
ret ie the Fiche?! Hob do 


the fyeeten hut Labour,” and their own 
Les? For ey, no doubt, take Plea- 
ſite in their 6Wn Muck ;'and their Plea- 
ſure is pure, and unmixed with Cate, tho 
aur FTE 7.1. "Ny 
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they know not where to find their: next 
Meal: And good reaſon why; for they 
have God himſelf to feed them. But have 
not I the ſame God to provide for me, 
that they have? What then do I mean, 
to be ſo NOR thoughtful-and anxious as 

I am? Surely God hath as much Care for 
þ me as. for theſe Birds; yea, he, hath 
abyndantly more; for he hath done in- 
finitely more for me; and I have his ex- 
reſs Promiſe, That if I will but ſerve 
im, he will provide for me. Away then 
all doubtful and anxious Thoughts; I will 
| henceforward caſt all my Care uponGoad : 
So to do is, I am ſure: my Duty; and 
by theſe Creatures I ſee, It would be 
alſo my Hlappiceſs, 1 


0 Gracious God, of thee 1. am, and 
on thee 1 de pend: My Being 

and my Well-being is the effect of thy 
meer Goodneſs: ng teach me daily to 
rely upon that goodneſs : Baniſh from 
A « me. all Anxiety and Thoughtfulneſs 
| about the Things of this Life. Thou 
| * haſt given me my Body, and ſhall not 
I truſt: thee for Raiment ? Thou baſt 
| + given me my Life, and ſhall hot I rely 
| * s thee for 28 Thou haſt done 


the 
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the greater Things for me, and ſurel 
thou wilt net deny me the leſſer. 
know indeed, that by my Neglect of 
thy ' Kingdom, and of thy Righteouſ- 
* neſs, I have forfeited my Right to thy 
.-< Promiſe of providing for me; but I 
« ſolemnly vow to thee a ſtricter and 
© betterObedience for the Time to come: 
O give meGrace to fulfil my Vow, and 
then I know thou wilt not let me want 
any. thing that is for my Good. 


xXXVI. 1 
0 Going: Home from Work. - 

2 have I done my Day's Work, 

ing Home wich fatif- 
oy How much better is this than a 
Day ſpent in Reveling and Drunkenneſs? 
I have now aconfidentAffurance oſ God's 
Favour; approving what I have done. 
can now lay myſelf down in Peace, and 
without . any Evil. How much 
Joy doth there now ſpring up within my 
reaſt, from the Meditations and Pray- 
ers which 1 every now and then my 
ſelf up to in the midſt of my Work? 
My Heatt is enlarged, and my Spirit re- 
freſned. Did Men but know the Pleaſure 
wh well-ſpent * 7. would never 
g ſpend 
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ſpend one amiſs. Let others delight 
_ themſelves in Ribaldry, lewd Talk, and 
fooliſh Jeſting: I ſhall not envy them 
their mad Laughter: For my own 
Part, I have more Satisfaction now from 


one pious, Thought, than I could have 
had from a thouſand ſuch Follies. - 


O My Gracious and Mercfful God, 
give me Grace, I pray thee, to 
6 Au x every Day of my Life to as Ae 
* Purpoſe as I have, thro' thy Aſſiſtance, 
-, 2 this, O let me never do any Thing 
that wok diſhonour thee, or wound 
my own Soul that ſo when my Days 
draw to an End, and my Life is ſpent, - 
© | may have as muchSatisfadtion in logk- 
© ing back upon the whole Courſe of ir, 
as I now | ave from this one Day ; and 
© that when I come to die, I may reſign 
© my Soul into thy Hands, with an af- 
© ſured Hope of eternal Life. Let me, I 
, * beſeech thee, go to my Grave, as I do. 
* now to my Home, in Peace; and grant, 
* that after my Body hath ſlept Its ap- 
pointed Time, it may be raiſed to a 
* glorious Immortality; let me with Joy 
© meet my bleſſed Saviour at his coming; 
and do thou come, Lord Jeſus, come 
quickly. Amen. 


C 3 232 
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4 Morning Prayer for a Family. 

0 Holy, great and glorious ws Log 
God Foot raciouſly 

beſeech thee, upon Hy un un worthy Ser- 
vants, who delire to offer up unto thee 
* Morning Sacrifice of Hove « ele 
Thank ſ 1 for all th 
wards hou madeſt | 252 
ä nothing : Thou redeemedſt Th 
ame worſe than nothing; and notwith- 
ſtanding ewwfepeatedPro vocations againſt 
thee, dof filler continue thyFavour to , 
and thy Mercies are renewed every Mor 
i Wyconfeſs, O Lord, that 
* unworthy of the leaſt of them; for wa 
have finned againſt thee, both is Thought, 
Word, and Deed. But wp know and feel 
that thyCompaſſions fail not. O let a no 
longer deſpiſe thek iches of thy Goodneſs, 
Forbearance, and Long: ſuffering; but 
grant, that they may now at length lead 
1 Give Graęę to lead 
all the Remainder of ep Li in thy 
Fear; and particularly this Day let us 
walk worthy of thee unto all well pleaſ- 
ing, and be fruitful in every good Work. 
To that End, ww beſcech thee, to con- 
tinue thy good Providence over 4 2 


222 
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1 from all Evil, from that of Sin eſpeci- 
ally, and ſuffer no Temptation, either of 
the Devil, the World, or the Fleſh, to 
ſeduce from eg Duty to thee, ſelus 
or awy Neighbour. As an Inſtance of gay 
Duty to any Neighbour ; accept, s be- 
ſeech thee, Prayers for all Mankind. 
Enlighten thoſe with thy Truth which 
. in Darkneſs and the Shadow of 
. Blefs the Univerſal Church with 
Purity and Peace, that Part of it efpe- 
cially which thou haft planted in theſe 
Nations. And in Mercy thereto, bleſs 
the King, and all our Governors both in 
Church and State. Bleſs alſo all the Peo- 
le of this Land, particularly Neigh- 
Friends, and Relations ; and all 

ſuch as defire ew Prayers. Apply thy- 
ſelf ſuitably to every one's Neceſſities; 
and grant, that aw may wulkakas ſo be. 
have eavſclues this Day, and all the Days 
of W Lins, as to grow from one De- 
of Grace to another, till at laſt Grace 
perfected in Glory. Theſe Things, O 
Lord; With whatſoever ele thou in thine 
infinite Wiſdom feeft expedient for m, 
tn humbly crave at thy merciful Hands, 
in the Name and for the Sake of thy Son 
Chrift Jcfus : In whoſe Words ewfarther . 
call upon thee. Our Father, &c. 


as 
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6 


An Evening Prayer 5 a Family. 


Q Gracious God and heavenly Father, 

> we thine unworthy Servants caſt 
uſel wn at the Footſtool of the Throne 
of thy Grace, praiſing and adoring thee! 
for all thy Goodneſs to an and all Man- 
kind. confeſs, that it is of thy meer 
Mercy that m alive this Moment; 
that. thou continueſt to ws the Comforts, 
of this Life, and the Hopes of*a better. 
For ws have been ſinful and diſobed] ient;, 
and hadſt thou dealt with ws accordingly,” 
ww $adnow atthisInſtantbeen deſperately. 
bewailing our Miſeries in the Sorrows and 
Horrors of a ſad Eternity. Lord! what. 
is Man, that thou ſhouldſt in the leaſt 
regard him? But what eas, miſcrable 
Sinners, that thou ſhould ſo far regard 
wa, as til] ro embrace win the Arms of 
thy Mercy; and notwithſtanding all e# 
Rebellions againſt thee, ſtill to treat w 
with the Indulgence and Tenderneſs of a 
compaſſionate Father? When ww thus re- 
flect upon our Unworthineſs, con- 
founded, and know not whither to fly, but 
to the ſame Mercy which & have hitherto 
ſo much abuſed. O do tho, for the Sake 
of Chriſt Jeſus, forgive ill that is paſt, 

and give w the Grace of thy holy * 
| that 
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that ws» may be more obedient for the 
Time to come, and perfect Holineſs in 
thy Fear. And now that are going to 
take a Reſt, do thou take , ws pray 
thee, and all that belong to w, into thy 
eſpecial Care and Protection: Give ws 
moderate and refreſhing} Sleep, and raiſe 
4\ K& wup agiin the next Morning, ſo diſpoſed 
both in Body and Mind, as to glorify thee 
in all the Inſtances of a fober, righteous, 
and godly Life. Neither pray ww for 
aloe, but for all Mankind: 
Call all thoſe to the Knowledge of thee, 
who as yet know thee not; and grant 
that all who do know thee may walk 
worthy of thee. But more efpecially wb 
pray for: this Church and Nation, and 
in for the King and all that bear Au- 
thority under him; that under their Go- 
vernment and Protection, ww may lead a 
quiet and peaceable Lives in all Godlineſs 
and Honeſty. Have Mercy upon all that 
| are in any Diſtreſs, wherher of Mind, Bo- 
k dy, orEſtate; and deal with un, not ac- 
cording to aw Prayers or Deſerts, but ac- 
cording to Needs, and thine own Mer. 

. cies in JeſusChriſt; in whoſe bleſſed Name 
and Words am conclude www imperfect 
Prayers; ſaying, Our Father, &c. 
A | THR 
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'HUSBANDM AN's 


PR A Y E R., 


As Tranſlated from 


The Reverend Mr Parcyany's 


BRITISH POEMS. 


HOU Great Creator of. this Earth, 
That gav'ſt to ev'ry Seed its Birth: 


By whom our Fields with Show'rs are bleſt, 


Regard the HusBANDMAN's Requeſt, . 


I'm going now .to Till my Ground, 
And ſcatter there my Seed around; 
Which I no more expect to ſee, - 


Unleſs thy Bleffing fow with me. L 


In vain our Seed around we throw, 

In vain we harrow where we ſow; . 
Except Thou doſt our Labours bleſs, 
And give the Grain a due Increaſe, | 
nr $ Not 


r 
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Not one of all my Barn- Supplies 1 
Will ever from the Ridges riſe, 
Unleſs thy Bleſſing does pervade 
The bury'd Corn, and ſhoot the Blade, 


Let then' thy Bleffing, Lord, * 
On all the Labours of my Hand: 
That 1 with Joy may Reap and LOR 
A rich Return from what 1 ſow. 


Open the Windows of the Sky, 

And ſhow'r down Plenty from on High 
With Fat of Earth the Seed ſuſtain, 0 f 
And raiſe 2 Spear from ev'ry Grain, 


Let not bur Sins thy Vengeance move; 
To turn oor Heaven to Braſs above WEIS * 
Or harden into In our Eanh;' © 
And o'et out Fields to Fea 2 Dearth. 


But pour in Seaſon on the Grain 
The former and the latter Rain; 


And in Proportion due ſupply 
The needſul Change of Wet and Dry, 


Forbid the Vermin to devour; 

Forbid the Milde w's blaſting Show'r; 

Forbid the Tempeſt to deſtroy 

My growing * ny. Saas Joy. 
Crown . 


* 


The Hyſbandman's Hymn. 

Crown with thy Goodnefs, Lord, the Year, 
And let thy Bleſſings round appear; 
Let Vales be cloath'd with. Graſs and Corn, 
And. Hills let various Flocks adorn. 


Give to the Sons of Mem their Bread: 
Let Beaſts with fatt'ning Graſs;be fed; 
All Things in Plenty, Lord, provide; 
That all our Wants may be ſupply d 


Give us a Plenty, Lord, we pray, 
From Fields of Corn, from, Meads. of Hay; 
Of Fruits from Orchards grafted "pa 
Of Milk from all the milky Flocks, . 


Thau, Lord, vouchſaſe to bleſs. our. Land, 
And ey'ry Work we take in Hand; 
That ſo with liſted Hands we may 


N N Praiſes Night 85 Day. | 


